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TOWN OF WENHAM 
Zoning Board of Appeals 

Meeting Minutes of December 2, 2019 
Wenham Town Hall 

 
Pursuant to the Open Meeting Law, M.G.L. Chapter 30 A, §18-25, written notice posted by the Town Clerk delivered to all 
Board members, a meeting of the Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA) was held on Monday December 2, 2019 at 7:30 pm in the 
Selectmen chambers first floor. 
 
The Wenham Zoning Board of Appeals exercises all powers granted to it by Massachusetts General Laws, Chapters 40A, 40B and 41 
and the Town of Wenham Zoning Bylaw.  The Board hears and decides applications for special permits, appeals or petitions for 
variances from regulations governing dimensions of land or structures, appeals taken by any aggrieved by reason of his inability to 
obtain a permit or enforcement action under the provisions of MGL 40A and applications for comprehensive permits. 
Members are appointed by the Board of Selectmen for a term of three-years from July 1 – June 30.  
The Zoning Board consists of three Board members:  J. Coffey (2020); A. Feeherry (2021); E. Campbell (2022)  
And up to three Associate Members: D. Begin (2022).  As of July 1, 2019, there are two open seats for Associate Members. 
 
• Call to Order - With a quorum present, Mr. Feeherry called the meeting to order at 7:42 pm. 
Board members present: Anthony Feeherry, Chair; Evan Campbell; Associate Member Dana Begin 
Not Present: Jeremy Coffey  
Also present:  Margaret Hoffman, Planning Coordinator; Catherine Tinsley, Recording Secretary 
Attorney Robin Stein, Town Counsel, KP Law  
 
Public information  
 Meeting packet for December 2, 2019  
 Record of Decision, for 35 Arbor Street, August 2, 2018 
 Record of Decision after Remand for 35 Arbor Street, Draft December 2, 2019 

 
• Review, and potentially revise and approve, Decision after Remand regarding 35 Arbor Street (Map 13 Lot 006) and the 
special permit previously granted to Alison Standley to construct a barn on that Property.  
 
Only those board members preset at the first hearing on July 25, 2019 could vote on matters related to this 35 Arbor Street 
hearing; those board members included Mr. Feeherry, Mr. Campbell, and Ms. Begin.    
35 Arbor Street - Remand Public Hearing in accordance with MGL Chapter 40A, Section 11, the Remand Order issued in the action entitled 
Standley v. Feeherry, Land Court Case No. 19 Misc. 000137-RBF and the Town of Wenham Zoning Bylaw regarding a Special Permit issued to 
Alison Standley of 35 Arbor Street with conditions pursuant to Wenham Zoning Bylaw Section 5.2.7.5 (Barns) to construct a barn at 35 Arbor 
Street (Map 13 Lot 006). Applicant is now asking the Zoning Board to vacate that Special Permit contending that no Special Permit is required for 
the barn in reliance on the agricultural protections of MGL Chapter 40A, Section 3.     
 
Allison (Tyack) Standley and David Standley were present without counsel.   
 
On November 18, 2019 the board closed the hearing and voted unanimously to deny the application of agricultural use 
provision for 35 Arbor Street and to modify the August 2, 2018 special permit that was granted, subject to further review of the 
draft language of the Decision by the board. 
 
Mr. Feeherry explained that the hearing was closed on November 18th and the sole purpose of this meeting was to deliberate on 
the draft Decision as prepared by town counsel and reviewed by himself as chair. The draft Decision After Remand was 
circulated to the board members and posted on the town web site. 
Mr. Feeherry asked the board for their comments on the draft Decision. 
 
Mr. Campbell offered a minor edit on page 3 to strike language under modification 3 “currently 5 full size and 2 mini horses” 
and replace with … up to seven (7) horses.  This edit was accepted.  
 
 
 
Mr. Feeherry identified the edits he made to the draft to add language to the commercial activity at the property was a HVAC 
business owned by Mr. Standley …that indicated representation was consistent with evidence presented at the hearings and that 
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a dog walking business was not.  He also added language to indicate that the sale of eggs was not in violation.  These edits were 
accepted. 
 
The Standley’s spoke in objection to the limited number of horses and that they would like to rent all their stalls.  
 
Counsel incorporated language that referenced that the Board’s findings were based on the facts as presented and were made 
under the consideration of section 13.4.3 of the Zoning Bylaws.   These edits were accepted. 
 
Vote: The board voted unanimously to reaffirm the February 20, 2019 special permit and finds the property (35 Arbor Street) does not benefit from 
M.G.L. 40A §3 and is consistent with the written decision of the board as drafted revised and adopted by the board on this date December 2, 2019.  
 
With a number of residents wanting to address the board, Mr. Feeherry reminded the public that the public hearing was closed 
at the last meeting and the final vote on the Decision taken. 
Mr. Feeherry recognized Janet Burt, Arbor Street, who opposed the draft as written and alleged that previous conditions were 
not met and although these amendments are minimal, the Standley’s should not be allowed additional permits regardless of how 
simple the request.  Ms. Burt was reminded that the Building Inspector was the Zoning Enforcement Officer and any concerns 
or complaints needed to follow procedure. Mr. Feeherry did not recognize any other requests to address the board on this 
matter. 
 
The board waited for the final decision to be updated with the edits as discussed and signed the document. 
 
• Review/approve minutes:  September 26, 2019; November 18, 2019  
Vote: The Board voted unanimously to approve the minutes of September 26, 2019 and November 18, 2019. 
 
The board had no meetings scheduled at this time. 
 
 
• Adjournment – The Board unanimously adjourned at 8:16 pm 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted By  
Catherine Tinsley 
12.5.19 
 


